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1. Letter from President

Rafael Muvdi:
Dear Delegates,

I am thrilled to welcome you to KCPMUN X as your president for the
SOCHUM committee. My name is Rafael Muvdi, and this marks my first time
serving as president in the Model United Nations. I am genuinely excited about
the opportunity to lead our discussions on the "Rights of refugees in the digital

age.

The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is a vital forum
within the United Nations, dedicated to addressing human rights issues. In our
committee, we will be focusing on the "Rights of refugees in the digital age," a
topic of immense significance in our rapidly evolving world.

As your president, I encourage each of you to approach the discussions with a
commitment to finding peaceful and equitable solutions that best serve the
interests of your respective nations. In the face of the digital age's challenges
and opportunities for refugees, let us strive for innovative and compassionate
approaches.

As we delve into this crucial topic, I want to assure you that my enthusiasm is
matched by a strong commitment to ensuring a positive and productive
experience for all. While I may be new to this role, my dedication to fostering a
collaborative and engaging environment knows no bounds.

I look forward to witnessing your passion, creativity, and innovative solutions
during our deliberations. Let's make this MUN conference a memorable and
impactful one together!

Rafael Elias Muvdi Avellaneda
President | rmuvdi@kcparrish.edu.co



2. Committee Guide

L. Committee Overview
The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM), commonly
known as the Third Committee of the United Nations General Assembly,
stands as a pivotal entity dedicated to addressing multifaceted challenges in the
global arena. Established in 1945 in response to the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights, SOCHUM remains steadfast in its commitment to upholding
fundamental human rights and promoting a just and inclusive international
society.

At its core, SOCHUM concentrates on a broad spectrum of issues
encompassing social, cultural, and humanitarian affairs. The committee
diligently navigates the intricate landscape of human rights, delving into
categories that span social, economic, empowerment, and physical integrity
rights. These efforts are guided by the principles enshrined in the United
Nations Charter, providing a foundation for fostering peace and equitable
solutions to the myriad challenges faced by the international community.

IL. Introduction
In this era of unparalleled digital transformation, refugees and forcibly
displaced individuals grapple with both opportunities and challenges
presented by digital technologies. The narrative surrounding technology often
champions its role in easing migration through smartphones, computers, and
social media, offering crucial information networks for navigating host
societies. Humanitarian agencies emphasize digital inclusion as a fundamental
human right, seen as instrumental in providing access to education, healthcare,
social connections, income, and skills development.

However, the path to digital empowerment for refugees is not without
obstacles. Limited internet access, low digital literacy, and socio-economic,
linguistic, and cultural barriers pose significant challenges. While technology
facilitates decision-making and aids in planning journeys, it does not
universally enhance migrants' lives. Unintended consequences, such as
increased monitoring, anxiety, and complex social relations, arise. This



exploration delves into the stages of migrants' journeys, identifying why digital
barriers emerge and how governments, intentionally or not, may exclude
them.

I11. Historical Context

To focus on the current context of the issue at hand, one must first understand
the historical context that is behind it all.

Refugee Context:

The historical tapestry of refugee movements serves as a profound backdrop,
intricately woven with epochal events that have not only defined different eras
but continue to cast their shadows on the contemporary refugee experience in
the digital age.

Post-World War 11, the 1951 Refugee Convention emerged as a testament to the
world's collective conscience, a response to the Holocaust's unfathomable
horrors. This foundational framework, born out of the ashes of war, sets the
stage for understanding the roots of international collaboration and legal
safeguards aimed at protecting and assisting refugees. As we delve into the
digital age, this historical commitment to humanitarian principles becomes a
compass guiding us in leveraging technology for the betterment of displaced
populations.

The Cold War, a geopolitical theater of power struggles, produced its own
cohort of refugees, most notably during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. The
desperate journeys of those escaping war-torn landscapes underscore the
enduring human toll of ideological conflicts. Understanding these Cold War
displacements provides a lens through which we can view the long-lasting
impact of geopolitical tensions on vulnerable populations, even as we navigate
the intricacies of the contemporary digital landscape.

The collapse of authoritarian regimes in the late 20th century, while promising
newfound freedoms, often ushered in chaos. Muammar Gaddafi's fall in Libya,



while marking the end of decades-long rule, unleashed instability and a
refugee crisis affecting neighboring countries. This period of political
turbulence and its repercussions have implications for how we interpret the
current challenges faced by refugees in the digital era, particularly in regions
marked by political transitions and upheavals.

Transitioning to the 21st century, the digital age introduces a new layer of
complexity to the refugee narrative.
The Arab Spring, fueled by the
amplifying force of social media,
transcended online activism to
real-world upheavals. The
instantaneous connectivity afforded
by digital platforms became both a
catalyst for change and a tool for
documenting the struggles of
displaced populations. Examining
these digital revolutions provides a
lens to understand how technology
intersects with the age-old narrative
of forced migration, offering both opportunities and challenges for refugees
seeking a better life.

In sum, the historical journey of refugees, from the aftermath of World War II
to the contemporary digital age, serves as a rich repository of lessons. Each
epoch contributes to our understanding of the complexities faced by displaced
populations. As we grapple with the implications of the digital age, this
historical context becomes a compass, guiding us in utilizing technology as a
force for empowerment and safeguarding the rights of refugees in an
interconnected world.

IV. Current Context

The widespread availability of digital technology in the modern age has
brought both opportunities and challenges for refugees and forcibly displaced



individuals. While smartphones, computers, and social media empower
migrants to access information, build networks, and navigate life in their host
societies, various barriers and unintended consequences complicate their
journeys.

Role of Mobile Media:

Mobile technologies play a crucial role in facilitating migration. Before
embarking on their journeys, migrants can use smartphones to gather
information about immigration procedures and learn from others' experiences
through social media. Mobile apps with GPS functionality help migrants
navigate and reduce reliance on smugglers. Smartphones serve as digital
archives, allowing refugees to store essential documents and evidence of
persecution, enhancing their chances of obtaining asylum.

Social networks offer resources and services along migrants' journeys,
including information about work, transportation, accommodations, and
financial assistance. Mobile connectivity enables migrants to maintain vital
contact with families, providing crucial financial and emotional support.
Additionally, smartphones serve as sources of distraction, helping migrants
cope with stress during long waits and border crossings.

Complications in the Digital Age:

However, the use of digital technology isn't without challenges. Prolonged use
of smartphones can generate digital traces, leaving migrants vulnerable to
surveillance and privacy breaches by authorities. Border control technologies
like satellites and drones can track movements, and GPS apps may be used by
state officials, traffickers, or smugglers, potentially jeopardizing migrants'
safety.

The reliance on online resources for journey planning may expose migrants to
misinformation, leading some to be cautious about information obtained from
social media platforms. Limited and unpredictable internet access, often
shared among migrants, poses challenges. The lack of legal status may hinder
migrants from securing phones and SIM cards, impacting their ability to
obtain aid and services.



Access to Asylum:

Digital technologies play a significant role in seeking asylum. In some
instances, apps for asylum seekers may pose challenges for those without
smartphones or reliable internet access. Some EU Member States analyze
mobile phone data as part of the asylum process, raising concerns about
privacy and potential liabilities for migrants.

Protracted Displacement Contexts:

Refugees in camps use digital communication devices as a lifeline to the
outside world. Photography, online tutorials, and social media platforms offer
avenues for self-expression, skill development, and connections. However,
limited internet access, surveillance concerns, and emotional stress due to
digital expectations can complicate the experience.

Resettlement and Integration:

For resettled refugees, digital media
aids in staying connected to their
former homes, overcoming
challenges, and accessing
information for daily life. However,
affordability, language barriers, and
limited access can hinder social
participation and integration. The
shift to remote and technology-based solutions during the COVID-19
pandemic exacerbated these challenges.

Technology's Role in Shaping Migrant Experiences:

While digital technologies can assist migrants, they are not determinative of
successful migration. Personal circumstances, aspirations, government policies,
and obstacles along the way also play crucial roles. Effective and creative use of
technology in camps may help cope with challenges, but initiatives must avoid
reinforcing vulnerabilities and inequalities. The government's failure to offer
materials in languages migrants can read and accommodate their unfamiliarity
with digital services may exclude them from essential resources.

In a rapidly digitizing world, there's a risk of further excluding refugees and
migrants with different levels of digital skill and access. The challenge is to



ensure that digital technology, when used appropriately, can be transformative
for migrants, and that no one is left behind in the evolving digital landscape.

V. Key Terms

Digital Divide:
The gap between those who have access to modern information and
communication technology, especially the internet, and those who do not.

E-learning:
The use of electronic technologies to facilitate learning and education, often
through online courses and digital resources.

Telemedicine:
The use of telecommunication and digital technologies to provide remote
medical services, including consultations and diagnoses.

Remote Employment:
Work that can be performed from a location outside of a traditional office,
often enabled by digital technologies and the internet.

Digital Literacy Programs:

Educational initiatives aimed at improving individuals' ability to use digital
technologies effectively, including online communication, information
retrieval, and critical thinking.

Human Rights in the Digital Era:

The application and protection of fundamental human rights in the context of
the digital age, including issues of privacy, freedom of expression, and access
to information.

Cybersecurity for Refugees:
Measures and practices aimed at protecting the digital security and privacy of
refugees, considering the potential vulnerabilities they may face online.



Online Advocacy:

The use of digital platforms and technologies to advocate for the rights and
well-being of refugees, often through social media, websites, and online
campaigns.

Digital Empowerment:

The process of providing refugees with the skills, resources, and access to
digital technologies that enhance their ability to participate in society,
education, and the workforce.

Tech for Good Initiatives:

Programs and projects that leverage digital technologies to address social
challenges, including those faced by refugees, with a focus on positive impact
and empowerment.

VI Guide Questions

e How does the current state of digital inclusion impact the lives of
refugees globally, and what are the main components of the digital
divide affecting them?

¢ In what ways do digital technologies contribute to or hinder refugees'
access to crucial services such as education, healthcare, and
employment opportunities?

e What strategies can be employed to empower refugees through digital
technologies, and how can their rights be safeguarded in the digital
era’

e How can digital literacy, skills development, and remote employment
opportunities contribute to the socioeconomic integration of refugee
populations?

e What policies or approaches can be implemented to address the
challenges and maximize the opportunities presented by digital
technologies for refugees?



VII. Sources

e https:/imuna.org/nhsmun/nyc/committees/sochum-social-humanita
rian-cultural-committee/#:~:text=The%20Third%20Committee%2001%
20the,Universalx20Declaration%20on%20Human%20Rights.

e https:/reliefweb.int/report/world/technology-can-be-transformative-
refugees-it-can-also-hold-them-back

e https:/www.uscis.gov/about-us/our-history/stories-from-the-archives
/refugee-timeline#:~:text=The%20Nazi%x20persecution%200f%20]ews,
would%20accept%20into%20their%20populations.
https:/refugeehistory.org/timeline-refugee

e https:/www.mercycorps.org/blog/technology-refugee-crisis
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